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A stiff ¡Anti-Colonial Reesistant Against Christian 
Missionary and British Rule: An Overview from 

Nadia Muslim Community 
Mr. Kutubuddin Biswas 

ABSTRACT 

Aladiz was a big district during the reign of British period. Krishnanagar was the head quarter 

Naria District and in pre-Independence India, this place was known as an important centre 
Chistian missionary activities. In mid nineteenth century Bengal, Nadia was pre-dominantly 

hm majority district, but its inhabitants were very p0or and illiterate. By taking this advantage, 
e (Christian missionaries began to preach insulting both Hindu and Muslim community in view to 

or them to Christianity. In this context, they adopted the different type of measure and sticks 
A their purpose. Muslims of Nadia did not rermain silence regarding their intention. Thereafter, 

avehement protest was aroused within Muslim community against their conversion activities. 

tis interesting matter that most of the Church Missionary Society of Nadia were belong 

nGeman Lutherian Missionary and mostly came from German. Their missionary activities 

their er adopteo policy and nel nenuon beiina the toundation of educational institutions will 

in elaborately in the main portion of the essay. This incident createda turmoil 
be dis 
and tension among the Muslim community and they became afraid concerning their existence 

of religion and they provided a new challenge to Christian missionary. To prevent the work of 

missionary aggression, Munshi Mohammad Meherulla, Shaikh Jamiruddin, lsmail Hossain 

rs came forward on the behalf Muslim Society from Nadia. Their creative talent 
Sirazi and others 

and genius activities will be discussed in my article. 

MAIN PAPER 

Keywords: Pre-Independence Nadia, Missionaries, Conversion, Dharma Uttezika Sabha. 

No Tax Movement. 

Nadia was a big district during the reign of British India. Most of the district of West Bengal 

takes their name from their headquarter station of the district, but Nadia district did not take her 

name from its head quarter (Krishnagar), but from Nadia or Nabadwip hallowed by the memory of 

Lord Srikrishna chhayatnnaya who was born here on 18" February 1486.The earliest mention of 

Nadia spelt 'Nudiya'n the Minhas -us- Siraj's Tabakat-i-Nasiri. The Tabakat mentioned that it was 

the capital of Laxamansena. However the post Chayatnya literature and popular tradition identify 

Nabadwip of Nadia.In pre- British India, Nadia occupied a prominent place in the million hearts of 

Hindu devotees for its social and religious importance. Krishnagar, head quarter of Nadia is situated 

beside the river Jalangi. This place is very important not for the history of Bengal, but also for the 

history of India.2 

"Assistant Professor, Department af History, Jatindra Rajendra Mahavidyalaya, Murshidabad, West Bengal. 
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Sir Mohammad Azizul Huque: Builder of Bengal 
Legislative Assembly 

Kutubuddln Biswas' 

s,r Mohammad Azizul Huque, a man or erudite scholar with robust fame, an unparalleled bureaucrat or Bengal is now in oblivious to us whose life and activities are enmeshed to the periphery _or British colonial rule. The brightness intellectual scholars of Bengal those who elevated the social status of Bengal and it.s culture and its ideology of political excellence to a high peak of eminence in the sky of Bengal. it is true that Sir Mohammad Azizul Huque was a leading Intellectual thinker out of them. II is not sufficient to attribute h,m, he was an eye-witness and all-seeing representative of the turbulent politics of Bengal as well as India. He also held many high prestigious post throughout his life. But his thought and ideology Is still relevant to our new generation. No doubt, being a virile and prudent. his organi1irg power was attractively noticeable. He hold more than half century of different type of honorable post like as a member or chairman of a committee or commisslor, throughout his life. Not haV1ng including as a member of blue blooded royal family of so called society of Bengal. he also established llmself as an authoritative person over landlord dominated politics in turbulent period of Bengal. It is absolutely true that his unending inspiration oriented works were his main mantra to success. 
Sir MohammadAz1zul Huque was above of all communal narrowness. outspoken liberal politician of turbulent Bengal. He was genius in talent. a prudent politician, a dexterous bureaucrat, a good writer. an educaoornst. a polyglot. a lawyer and also an innovator of Muslim education. Sir Mohammad Azizul Huque was born in Shantlpur or undivided Nadia in a well-born family on 27111 November, 1892 AD and died on 22nd March, 194 7 AD. As truly speaking. he was a transient man on earth. His father was Munshi Mohammad Moniruddin. 
Poet Mohammad Mozammel Huque. a man of transition who was related with Sir Mohammad Azizul Huque as paternal uncle. When he became motherless after his birth, he fostered with great care and affectionate under his another aunt (sterile wife of M. Mozammel Huque). and aftermath. he rose to prominence and secured the well-established life in future under tutelage of Mohammad Mozammel Huque. 1 

Sir Mohammed Azizul Huque has left a perpetual contribution in our country and society. He passed Entrance Examination from Shantipur Municipal English School in 1907 AD. Latterly he j oined Presidency College 10 obtain his F.A and B.A degree In 1909 and 1911 AD conseculively. Aftermalh he obtained his B.L degree from Calcutta University in 1914 AD. He was professed as lawyer at Krishnanaga, Judge,s em.tin 1915 AD. He was appointed as a public prosecutor of Nadia district in 1926 AD. He became Fellow of Calcutta University (1926) and in first time elected as a member of Bengal Legislative Council in 1927 AD. He was elected as Chairman in Krishnagar Municipality in1933 AD. During the penod from 1934 -1937 AD he acted as Education Minister of undivided Bengal. Under lhe rule of Indian Govt Act 1935 AD, he was elected as the Speaker of Undivided Bengal Legislative Assembly and he remained as Vice Chancelor of Calcutta University from 1938 to1940 AD and also retained his post for another term for two years from 1940 to 1942 AD. He became the High Commissioner for British on behalf of India from 1942-1943 AD. He was 

'Asslsuin1 Professor, Department ol Hlslory. Jallndra Rajendra MahaVklyalaya. Po-Arniala. Mushltabad, West Bengal E-mal: lwlubudllnblswas@;m org.n 
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Mohammad Afzalul Huque and Kazi Nazrul 

/slam: Their Contribution to Bengali Literature 

Mohammad 
Afzalul 

Huque was a good writer, Social worker anda well reputed publisher of twentieth 

er entury Benga! 
He was the 

er 
941) On the 

and Society 
Kutubuddin Biswas" 

son of Mohammad Mozammel Huque (1860-1933) who was a distinguished 

other hand, Kazi 
en 

poet of 
Bengali 

literature as well as he was a contemporary poet of Rabindranath Tagore (1861-

n 
Rebel poet in 

'in Bengali Literature. 

Nazrul lslam (1899-1976) was born British colonial period. He 

e as a 
patriotic poet and wrote many poetic books against the British rule. He is popularly known as 

Two notable names may be referred here in respect of resurgence 

dnd Kazi 
Nazrul | Islam through their fine writings of Bengali literature. There isa far difference between 

p 

pfrenaiSsance t for Bengal Muslims, therefore all credits must be go to Mohammed Mozammel Huque 

7 
hem in 

respect of age. Mohammed Mozammel Huque was Cconsidered as the first spokesman for 

s 
prining 

renaissance for the untrodden Muslims of mid nineteenth century Bengal. But Nazrul Islam 

was one of the best 
representative as well as pioneer for bringing the cultural renaissance for Bengal 

Muslim from the third decade of twentieth century of Bengal. 153 

If we compare regarding the age between them, Mozammel Huque was more senior than 

Kazi Nazrul Islam, therefore a bosom friendship have begun to grow between Nazrul Islam and 

Mohammad Afzalul Huque. Mohammad Afzalul Huque had played an important role to mould Kazi 

t he an exalted person in future. Nazrul lslam received a lot of fame and established himself 

as an exalted poet in Bengali literature owing to deep attachment of Afzalul Huque. 

T make acquaintance with Atzalul Huque was a memorable event in the course of time. 

Mahammad Mozammel Huque was not only a pioneer poet, but a literary organizer also. He established 

be'Moslem Publication House which ofice was situated in 3, College Square, Calcutta. Mohammad 

tozammel Huque edited high esteem aristocratic periodical named 'Moslem Bharat and Afzulul was 

te nublisher. This trimonthly pictorial named 'Moslem Bharat was firstly issued on April-May 1920 

ani54 and the last issue takes place on 1921 AD. It is said that this Moslem Publishing House was 

(eally a publishing house and also a permanent dwelling house for Hugue's familv. 

On the other hand, Bangiya Muslim Sahitra Samiti,'a notable literary association for Bangalee 

Muslims which was set up in 4" Septemtber, 1911 in Calcutta. Its office was situated in 32, College 

Street. Calcutta. 155 MAfzalul Huque, elder son of Mozammel Huque edited 'Moslem Bharat from his 

Moslem publishing House. He took an rented house having one room from Bangiya Muslim Sahitra 

Samit's office, on the stipulation of paying Rs. 22/- per month as rent. 1 In permanent later period 

it became his main editorial office and also used to live as residence. 
On the other hand, after break down the Bengali Paltoon, Kazi Nazrul had decided to return 

Calcuta in 1919 and at first he met with Mozaffar Ahmad and advised him to live at Bangiya Musalman 
Sahitra Samity's office. When Nazrul Islam came in this office with his bag and baggage, at first 
he met with Mr. Afzalul Huque 157 Meanwhile he went to Deoghar to recover his wrecked health. 
After returning from this spot to Calcutta, he used to live with Afzalul Haque at the office of Bangiya 

AS^Stant Professor, Department of History. Jatindra Rajendra Mahavidyalaya, Po- Amtala, Mushidabad, West Bengal 
E-mal kutubuddinbiswas@jrm.org.in 
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Abstract: Sir Mohammad Azinl Huoue was nulti-faccd and quile well-known 

reputatios in person in political and intelleetual arcna in undividcd Bengal. lle rose lo pronuncnce 

s the Speaker of Bengal Legislative Assensbly (1937-42) and repu 

nroducing innovatiun as the Beneal Eluation Mitister (1934-37) und the Vice 

Chancellor of Calculta UniveNity (1938-2) during the mast turbulent days of Renyal 

palitics. ASu versatile persun, lis ptukound knuwkdte was nol cunfincd to purticular 

concem. Amaeelly his vast wisJun ba abled to pesetrate in vicw to utilize in every 

phere ol human lite. Even throueh, he was the Educulion Minisicr of Bengal, but ie 

pPoNCKSCd u vst popcr knowledtc on the cxpanion of Bengal industry Benyal is 

big river irigated pruvince und there is big provision lor envtion of ndustry on the 

basis of agricultural produce During the Company rule. the Pemann Settlenent 

(0793) was introduced in Bengal. As an outcome of PeTKnI Settlemen, the 

Bengal 2aminlar was emenged as ally ofr Britisth and most of the Tetile land of Benval 

cane under zaminy control as zuyinlar liet. Thcy cxploitcd and cxlucted huue 
sants of Bengal which aks 

amount of lund taxes and other illegul taxes fm the | 
Were very reluctunt 

a provision to orgunize agrculunal capital. bur tgunn of beavy industry To 
to rcinvest it to a profitable scctor like as the foundation peurs 
purchase the zumilary ficl was more profitabie than the lounlation of any kind of 

indusiry. The causes behind lhe nutter huve been explaincd in my asay. The Muin 

motto of ccononuc though of Sir Azzul Iluque was to cstablish a selkreliance 

Benyal. L He thought regandiny the resugcitation uf salt und silk isdustry in Beugul, But 

his dresn do not come into truc due to the occurrence of indusirial revolution in 

England. 
Key words: PenMAnt Setilencnt, Zinlar, Industry. Tndustrial revolutin, 
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Sir Mol1ammad Azizul Huque : His 
Thoughts on Irrigation System and 
Economic Development of Bengal 

Kutt1bu.ddin Biszuas 

Mohammad Azizul Huque (1892-1947) was a multi-talented and 
quite well known person in political and intellectual arena in 
undivided Bengal. His life and activities are enmeshed to the 
periphery of British colonial rule.· He is still oblivious to us. He 
was one of the bright intelleclaal scholars ef Bengal who has 
elevated the social status and political excellence to a high · stage 
of eminence in the sky of Bengal. Mohammad Azizul J-tuque could 
be considered as one of the leading pragmatic intellectual thinkers 
of twentieth century Bengal. He rose to prominence frem a middle 
class Muslim family to the height of success in Bengal politics and 
dvil adminisu-ation. He was an erudite scholar, prudent politician, 
dexterous bureaucrat, fameus author, Hberal educationist, 
successful lawyer as well as myriad linguist.Azizul Huque was bem 
in a middle class edutated family at Shantipur of Nadia district 
of Bengal. His father was Munshi Mohammad Maniruddin. The 
well-known poet Mohammad Mozammel Huque was his paternal 
unde who extended his proper guidance with great care and 
affection to Azizul Haque in every spare of life. , 

Before going in details of Mr. Huque's ideas. anq thoughts on 
irrigation system we should heve a brief knowledge .about his 
profe.ssional profile, He served various committees or commissions 
as its member or chai.rman-such as B_engal Banking Enqu;~ 
Commitr.ee, Jute Enquiry C9mmiu~, India,:i Franchise. Committee' . ·- . . . .. ' 
Bengal_ Board of Econo'!1ic Enquiry Committee, . Ra_ilway Advisory 
Comm,uee, and the Retrenchment Committee ,and so on. 1 He was 
eleaed as a member in the Bengal ~isl~ti~ Council in 1927. 
He served as a Education Minister of B.engal from 1934 to 37. 
D~ring this time he also took charges of Wakfs a~d Regist~tion 
1 llustmllng-4 49 
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